From: Christine Rogan 
Sent: 2 December 2011 3:44 p.m.
To: fannz
Subject: FANNZ mtg & update

Kia ora once again FANNZ

Circumstances dictate that the FANNZ mtg scheduled for Wed 7th Dec has had to be postponed until Monday 12th Dec, 11.30-1.30pm (includes lunch) @ Alcohol Healthwatch, 27 Gillies Ave, Newmarket.  Apologies for any inconvenience. 

While I have your attention though, I thought I might as well share a few more fascinating updates from Aotearoa and elsewhere on Planet FASD!    

Ka kite ano

Christine Rogan

Alcohol Healthwatch

Whakatupato Waipiro

PO Box 99407

Newmarket

Auckland 1149, New Zealand

64 9 520 7037

christine@ahw.org.nz

fannz@ahw.org.nz

www.fan.org.nz

www.ahw.org.nz

********************//******************

New Zealand

Bailey’s gets behind 9.09 message – yeah right! 

As we know, 9.09 has been the magical moment of reflection that symbolises the International FASD Awareness Day message since its inception @ 9.09am 09/09/99.  Diageo, the profit-makers behind Bailey’s Irish Cream, have now commandeered ‘9.09’ to use in their promotion of Bailey’s Irish Cream to New Zealand caregivers. The advertisement http://www.baileysnz.co.nz/ airs on our television screens @ 9.09pm, their ‘magical time of day’.  What can one say? 

 *************************

Two NZ Conferences with presentations on FASD 

Babies, Children and Alcohol 

ALCOHOL ACTION NZ’s 3rd Annual Conference to be held @ Te Papa, Wellington, Thursday 22nd March 2012, 8.30am - 5.00pm.  The focus will be on the second-hand harm to babies and children involving alcohol.  This one-day conference will feature stimulating presentations and opportunities for serious discussion about this neglected aspect of the national alcohol crisis. It will focus on:

· The nature and extent of the damage and the lost potential 

· Why implementation of the Law Commission’s recommendations in line with the 5+ Solution would greatly enhance children’s lives 

· Opportunities for building a national consensus to protect babies and children from alcohol

To register early interest, or for more information, contact:  coordinator@alcoholaction.co.nz or Tel: 04 905-8593.

Complex Learning Difficulties and Disabilities Conference
Information on the International Complex Learning Difficulties and Disabilities conference, is available at www.positivepath.co.nz  and registrations can be made on line.  The conference will be held at Wintec House, Hamilton, 4-5 April 2012  and will include presentations on FASD.    If you require a hard copy or pdf version of the conference details please contact Registrations@positivepath.co.nz    or Jane Thistlethwaite, Director Positive Path International, E: jane@positivepath.co.nz 

**************//****************

Australia

Aust national body calls for government action on alcohol warnings

Research commissioned by the Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) showed widespread public support for the labelling of alcohol  with 58 per cent support for health warnings being applied to alcoholic beverages, 86 per cent being in favour of a FARE label warning about the dangers of drinking while pregnant and 72 per cent believing the government should be responsible for the regulation of labels.  The FARE Chief Executive, Michael Thorn called on the Health Ministers to back alcohol labelling. 

http://www.fare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/ALCOHOL-LABELLING-RESEARCH-MEDIA-RELEASE.pdf?9d7bd4 

******************************

RFFADA and its Founder 

Many of you will have met Elizabeth (Anne) Russell when she visited our shores. Anne is more than an inspirational speaker on the topic of FASD. she has established the Russell Family Fetal Alcohol Disorders Association (RFFADA  http://rffada.org/) with support from colleagues and family and continues to work to ensure the needs of affected families are addressed. The RFFADA Patron is The Honourable Dr Sharman Stone MP & Co-chair ‘Parliamentarians for the Prevention of FASD’. 
But more than this, Anne, with courage, honesty and determination, has transcended her personal experience to lift the stigma and marginalisation of mothers who have consumed alcohol during pregnancy.  Listen to Anne speak about the language we sometimes use http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgHjmWmZ3RQ&feature=share or if you wish to view others in a series of short presentations by Anne, go to http://www.youtube.com/user/rffada#g/u
On behalf of the Fetal Alcohol Network New Zealand, thank you Anne for all that you do!   

***************//****************

New FASD Resource

A new 5 DVD Set and Book is available for purchase from Odin Book in Vancouver Canada entitled ‘FASD Relationships: What I have Learned About Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.  You can order the set for (Can)$45.00 through   www.odinbooks.com 
***************//******************

Research 

FASD Expert, earns large grant to study FASD prevalence in the USA 
Dr Phillip May has been granted $US8.9 million to examine the prevalence and characteristics of fetal alcohol spectrum disorders in the United States, despite the tight economic environment. The grant was awarded from the National Institute of Health’s National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. The funds will support May’s research on individual nutrient risk factors related to alcoholism during pregnancy. Full story http://www.salisburypost.com/NCRC/110411-WEB-NCRC-scientist-lands-big-grant-qcd  

**********************************

Prenatal exposure to amphetamines and alcohol produces abnormal chromosomes in fetal mouse brains 
Scientists at Neuroscience 2011, the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience presented new research demonstrating the impact life experiences can have on genes and behaviour. The studies examine how such environmental information can be transmitted from one generation to the next -- a phenomenon known as epigenetics….. The new findings show that prenatal exposure to amphetamines and alcohol produces abnormal numbers of chromosomes in fetal mouse brains. The findings suggest these abnormal counts may contribute to the developmental defects seen in children exposed to drugs and alcohol in utero. Full Report 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/11/111114112013.htm 

