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Kia ora greeting everyone 

I hope you are all enjoying summer. The cicada certainly seem to be having fun this year!  

Just a short update before a number of us head off to the International FASD Conference in Vancouver! 

Best wishes 

Christine Rogan

Alcohol Healthwatch

64 9 520 7037

christine@ahw.org.nz

fannz@ahw.org.nz

www.fan.org.nz

www.ahw.org.nz

************************************

Alcohol Reform Bill

As advised a submission went to the Justice and Electoral Select Committee on behalf of FANNZ. A copy of this will be posted on www.ahw.org.nz and www.fan.org.nz websites shortly. Thanks to the many of you who wrote personal submissions and to the group who contributed to a joint caregiver submission. Great work! Now it is over to the MPs to decide but a rolling wave of events are planned to focus the mind on what communities are passionately calling for! For example a one day conference organized by Alcohol Action NZ entitled, ‘The Politics of Alcohol, March 30th @ Te Papa Wellington www.alcoholaction.co.nz   

************************************ 

Sunday Star Times articles on FASD

Due to responses to an earlier article about ADHD in the Sunday Star Times, reporter Lois Cairns wrote a follow up article drawing attention to FASD which includes comment from Clinical Psychologist Dr Frances Steinberg from Kapiti. Lois plans to run a further article this Sunday with a focus on implications for services such as Youth Justice

[http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/4651491/ADHD-kids-given-wrong-care-and-treatment ] 

************************************* 

A new Kiwi book on skills for parents 

Trevor Lewis, a New Zealand based Behavior Specialist (and member of FANNZ) has written a second book entitled 'Behaviour Skills for Parents, Teachers and Support People'. This is available via www.behaviourskills.com  at the current price of $18.71.  Trevor advises that this book may be helpful to those parents and teachers who struggle with the behaviour of someone with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, or other learning type disability.

*************************************

New reference book - Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder: Management and Policy Perspectives of FASD. 

Editor(s): Edward P. Riley, Sterling Clarren, Joanne Weinberg, Egon Jonsson. First Edition Copyright © 2011 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KgaA Online library http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/book/10.1002/9783527632510
This covers a comprehensive range of FASD related topics including incidence, prevalence, policy and economics, diagnosis, prevention, justice, education, disability and community intervention.  

Please note this book is almost 500 pages and costs approx $NZ200 to purchase online. 

Here are a couple of interesting quotes to share with you from Chapter 23 (pages 389-398)  ‘FASD Research in Primary Secondary and Tertiary Prevention:

1.  “It was clear that FASD could be advanced only if all aspects of the condition – diagnosis, intervention, prevention and population health surveillance – were considered together. One reason why so many basic investigations remain to be preformed appears to be related to a failure of FASD to be incorporated in the general cloth of medical work, nor easily addressed and accommodated in systems such as education, social services, mental health and justice. Why is this the case? As Don Berwick (2004) frequently teaches, “Every system is perfectly constructed to give the result that is achieved.”

2. “In resource-constrained environments, where health, social services and educational systems must constantly seek ways of reducing costs and cutting back on the delivery of expensive and time-consuming services, mother-blaming discourses may be more readily invoked to offer a rationale for shifting responsibility away from governments and systems and onto families. As a result, birth mothers raising children with FASD who struggle in school and their communities, or who come into conflict with authorities, have become accustomed to hearing that “the problem is at home” when they attempt to advocate for additional supports for their child.” 

