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Kia ora FANNZ

Happy belated New Year for 2013. I hope everyone has been enjoying summer.   Below is a brief update on what is happening in the FASD world, here, there and everywhere! 

 

New Zealand/ Australia   

SAVE the DATE! 

An Australasian (Aust/NZ) Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder conference is planned for November 19th and 20th 2013 in Brisbane.  This will be a multi-sector conference covering issues from prevention policy to intervention and support.  Further information and a call for abstracts will follow shortly.  We will be seeking some dynamic participation and contributions from Aotearoa so start planning!

************************************

New Zealand 

New research on drinking and pregnancy rates

The results of a University of Otago study of drinking rates among 723 post-partum New Zealand women has just been published. The women from multiple maternity wards across the north and south Island, completed a retrospective self-administered anonymous questionnaire. Eighty-two percent of women reported consuming alcohol prior to pregnancy and 20% reported typically consuming >4 New Zealand standard drinks per occasion. Overall,34% of women reported drinking at sometime during pregnancy, almost one-quarter (24%) of drinkers continued to drink following pregnancy recognition and twelve percent of pregnancies were at high risk of heavy alcohol exposure in early gestation.

Source: Mallard et al (2013). Drug and Alcohol Review http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23305204
Gateway Assessments for Children in State Care 

Hon Paula Bennett, Minister for Social Development reported in Parliament in December that, 1,048 children and young people involved with Child, Youth and Family have received a gateway assessment since July 2011. Gateway targets children and young people coming into care who are often disconnected from regular health and education services to identify and respond to their health and education needs. Every child assessed, has presented with significant health issues—three issues on average—ranging from heart murmurs to dental problems and hearing loss. Emotional or behavioural needs have been identified in 53 percent, a developmental delay found among 16 percent of children, hearing problems with 17 percent, and 14 percent would seem to have speech problems. NZ Parliament Question for Oral Answer, 05/12/12. 

 Important decision on carer payments expected in February.

It has been a very long time working its way through negotiation, Human Rights review, and through the Courts, and now the Cabinet is considering the detail of policy on payments in family care situations. Decisions should be announced in February to meet the intention that new policy implementation will be in place in May this year.  Of interest to carers will be whether the announcements include any details about how the government intends to respond to the wider implications of the Tribunal and Court rulings, beyond those “disabled adult children” specifically dealt with in the legal arguments. Read more about the issue in NZORD’s submission made late last year.

Alcohol and Other Drug Treatment (AODT) Court Pilot 

The AODT Court focuses on treating a defendant’s alcohol and other drug (AOD) dependency to help prevent them from committing further crime. The AODT Court is part of a wider $10 million AOD package under the Addressing Drivers of Crime programme of work. The AODT Court Pilot aims to: 
- reduce reoffending 
- reduce alcohol and other drug use and dependency 
- reduce the use of imprisonment 
- positively impact on the defendant’s health and wellbeing, and 
- be cost-effective. 

About the AODT Court Pilot  - Fact Sheet Attached 
******************************************

Australia

Improving Services for FASD 

The final report Improving Services to Families Affected by FASD from the University of New South Wales National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (NDARC) for the Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) that focuses on some of the ongoing consequences of alcohol exposure in utero has just been released in Australia.  From information provided by carers of children/adults with FASD to determine the issues involved in raising these individuals and their recommendations on how best to optimise life outcomes for them.  Read the Report here.  
************************************

Canada 

5th International FASD Conference: Research Results and Relevance, Feb 27 – Mar 2 2013.  http://www.interprofessional.ubc.ca/FASD/FASD2013_Brochure.pdf 

FASD Prevention Conference

A conference about Preventing  harm from alcohol use during pregnancy is planned for Edmonton Alberta Canada, September 23-25, 2013.    

This is the first international conference to address the primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention of FASD. Plenary sessions will promote discussion and reflection on promising and innovative approaches for prevention of FASD, such as alcohol policies and approaches to address the social determinants of health.
Speakers include: Sterling Clarren (US/Canada), Diane Black (Netherlands), Philip May (US), David Butler-Jones (Canada), Ilona Autti-Rämö (Finland), Amy Salmon (Canada), Edward Riley (US), Tom McLellan (US), Tatiana Balachova (Russia), Denis Lamblin (France), Nazarius Mbona Tumwesigye (Uganda), Akinori Hisashige (Japan), Elizabeth Elliott (Australia), Myles Himmelreich, Dorothy Badry, Malcolm King, Nancy Poole, Daniel Goldowitz, Ab Chudley, Don Fuchs, and Jacqueline Pei (Canada).

	


www.fasdedmonton2013.ca/FASD-Prevention
*****************************************

France 

FASD Conference in Paris 

SAF France is holding its third international conference 30-31 May 2013 in Paris. 

France is the first country to impose a logo, warning against the dangers of alcohol consumption during pregnancy, and that, on all alcoholic beverages bottles.  In 2013, in France, the national days of health prevention will focus on alcohol and pregnancy.

It's important that worldwide know-how and reflections find place to express at this colloquium. Simultaneous translation ( English <=> French ) will be provided.

http://www.saffrance.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/SAF-FRANCE_PP_UK.pdf
*****************************************

UK/Global

The NOFAS-UK Fetal Alcohol Forum Dec 2012 is available to download in PDF with original articles, research abstracts, news and stories etc.  The two contributed articles from Perinatal Epidemiologist Ron Gray and Professor of Education Barry Carpenter are particularly worth reading http://www.nofas-uk.org/PDF/FetalAlcoholForumIssue8December2012.pdf 

************************ /// **************************
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“Whilst we need to be as aware as possible of the constraints of FASD, we must not be limited by these”(Tracey Jongens, Christchurch parent).  
