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Kia ora FANNZ

Some key FASD related developments to update you with!   

The first item below, relates directly to FASD in the New Zealand Justice system with Judges calling for information from the sector.  If you have important information you would like to share relating to this issue the contact details are included.  

Also important is gearing up to make submissions on the Alcohol Reform Bill which are now being called for by the Justice and Electoral Select Committee before 1st  February 2011.  This Bill covers a wide range of alcohol control issues but the legislation is highly relevant to FASD as the only legislative tool available to control the sale, supply and promotion of a product causing preventable birth defects and prenatal brain damage among our population.  This is also an opportunity to make sure FASD is not a overlooked as a sideline issue.  

Information will be available on the Alcohol Healthwatch website shortly to help you make a submission, or menatime you could check out http://www.alcoholaction.co.nz/  

PLUS a FANNZ meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th December 10.am-12.30pm @ Alcohol Healthwatch, 1st Floor, 27 Gillies Ave, Newmarket to discuss the Bill and submissions. Please rsvp if you wish to attend. 
The other important news below is about the Australian Government funding the development of National FASD screeing and diagnostic guidelines. We applaud and congratulate those involved with this important move and raise the question, what should be in place for New Zealand?  We would welcome feedback.   

Last but not least are some other engagement opportunities plus a link to the latest FASD research compiled by NOFAS-UK (note this is over 3mb to download). 
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Youth Court calls for Information about FASD

The 50th issue of ‘Court in the Act”, the newsletter of the Youth Court of New Zealand, includes Part 1 of a 2 part article on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder. The Principle Youth Court Judge Andrew Becroft and Judge O’Driscoll of the District Court, are taking a particular interest in FASD and have put out a ‘plea’ asking: “If anyone has any information on FASD in New Zealand, particularly any initiatives to assist affected individuals, or any research in this area, the Judges would appreciate hearing from you. In the first instance, contact Linda McIver, Research Counsel to the Principle Youth Court Judge linda.mciver@justice.govt.nz 

********************************

Submission called on Alcohol Reform Bill 

The Government Bill passed its first reading last Thursday and submissions are now open.  Submissions close 1 February 2011 so it’s a fairly tight time-frame given that Christmas/New Year take up a big chunk of it.  

********************************

National Disability Conference 2010
The Health and Disability Commissioner is hosting a National Disability Conference - "Making it easy to speak up". 

Date: Monday, 6 December 2010 

Venue: Waipuna Hotel & Conference Centre, Auckland. 
This conference will provide 'one stop shop' of information for people with disabilities and their family members around their rights when using various support services.
The Minister for Disability Issues, Hon. Tariana Turia, will open the conference. 

To register for the conference and for further information; Visit:
http://www.hdc.org.nz/about-us/disability/events/'making-it-easy-to-speak-up'-national-disability-conference
********************************

Free Caregiver training: 
The National Caregiver Training website is now fully operational. The website is: www.caregivertraining.org.nz 

*******************************

Free AOD Family Inclusive Practice Training

Key workshop topics include:

· Family Inclusive Practices - a review of key concepts 

· Clinical Supervision - a review of theory and practice 

· Integrating FIP into Supervision Practice - the Supervision Triangle ( Hewson 1993)

Wellington: 3rd December, 2010

Venue: Te Rau Matatini, Level 8 Agriculture House, Johnston St, (above Matua Raki)
Facilitators - Andrew Raven/Terry Ebeling

There is no cost for these workshops but it is expected that participants are Clinical Supervisors in the AOD sector and will complete post-workshop tasks. 

For enquires and registration contact Kina Trust at info@kinatrust.org.nz or 06 8351731 or check out their website www.kinatrust.org.nz 

***************************

Australia moves to develop FASD guidelines

A new collaboration has been formed to develop a screening and diagnostic tool for Australian children and adolescents with a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).

The collaboration brings together clinicians, epidemiologists, policy makers, parents and carers, consumer advocates, researchers and public health personnel. The project is funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing. 

Study leaders Clinical Professor Carol Bower from Perth’s Telethon Institute for Child Health Research and Professor Elizabeth Elliott AM from the University of Sydney said the lack of a nationally accepted and consistent screening and diagnostic tool meant many cases of FASD are likely to have been missed. Also, a lack of a standardised approach means that is difficult to compare Australian data with data from elsewhere. 

“We know that good quality data is an important step in getting better treatment and services for children and families affected by these disorders,” Professors  Bower and Elliot  said.

Details on the project can be found at www.ichr.uwa.edu.au/fasdproject
******************************* 

Fetal Alcohol Forum

NOFAS-UK has released their forth digest of current research and activities in the international FASD arena Fetal Alcohol Forum E-letter November 2010  Please note this is 158 pages and 3MB to download.   For 3 other back issues go to http://www.nofas-uk.org/news.htm
********************************
