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Kia Ora FANNZ

Included in this update is a range of FASD-related information from around the globe - starting at home of course and including an opportunity to join us to hear Hon Simon Power Minister of Justice speak on the forthcoming Government legislative package to address alcohol related harm.   

Happy reading! 

Ka kite ano

Christine Rogan

Alcohol Healthwatch 

Whakatupato Waipiro

PO Box 99407 Newmarket

Auckland 1149, New Zealand

64 9 520 7037

christine@ahw.org.nz

fannz@ahw.org.nz

www.fan.org.nz

www.ahw.org.nz

##########################

New Zealand 

Health Professional Resource

Copies of the Ministry of Health “Alcohol and Pregnancy: A Practical Guide for Health Professionals” booklet can be downloaded:   Alcohol and Pregnancy: A practical guide for health professionals (PDF, 206 KB) 

Hard copies can be ordered by emailing moh@wickliffe.co.nz or calling 04 496 2277 quoting 
HP number 5133 together with your name, address and how many copies you would like. 

************************************** 

Very Cheap to Drink in New Zealand

According to new research, some alcohol is more affordable than bottled water and nearly as cheap as milk. Although the price of alcohol has increased over the past decade, the affordability of alcohol has actually increased, due to increases in average hourly earnings outstripping the percentage increases in alcohol prices.

Source: Fiona Gunasekara & Nick Wilson. The New Zealand Medical Journal : NZMJ 15 October 2010, Vol 123 No 1324; URL: http://www.nzma.org.nz/journal/123-1324/4396/ 

**************************** 

Government Alcohol Law Reform Bill Due Any Day  

Sources advise that the alcohol law reform Bill is due for its first reading in Parliament towards the end of October or early November. Following this 1st Reading, a Select Committee will call for submissions on the new Bill from the public - us - and we will probably have about six weeks to get our submissions in.  Cabinet has signalled what will be in the new Bill,  however commentators are concerned with what ISN'T in the Bill. http://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/government+outlines+balanced+plan+alcohol+reform   

The forthcoming submission process is a critical opportunity to use the formal political processes to send a signal to the Government about reducing alcohol related harm.  Further information will be available as it comes to hand and forums and workshops to support those engaging with this process are being planned - beginning next week – see details below. Or you could register with ‘Our Turn to Shout’ www.ourturntoshout.org.nz   to be updated with details. 

************************

Meet the Minister

The Minister of Justice Hon Simon Power is guest speaker at a forum to discuss Alcohol Law Reform, together with Professor Sally Casswell of Massey University.  The forum will also provide an opportunity to discuss issues relating to making a submission to Parliament on the proposed legislation. 

The “Creating a Brighter Future – Alcohol Law Reform Forum”, is on Wednesday, 3rd November  9:30am – 3:30pm at the Waipuna Conference Centre, 58 Waipuna Road, Mt Wellington, Auckland.  There is no cost to attend, lunch is provided and registration is essential.  Contact Roanne Govender, Alcohol Healthwatch, ph: 09 520 7039 or email: roanne@ahw.org.nz to register or check out the panui at www.ahw.org.nz 

#######################

United Kingdom

New research from UK suggests consuming 1-2 alcohol drinks a week during pregnancy presents no clinically significant neurobehavioural harm to a developing fetus. The conclusion reached was based on a structured interview of mothers about their child’s behavior. Scientists from around the world have criticized the flawed design of the study and conclusion reached.  NZ experts have also commented on these findings  http://www.sciencemediacentre.co.nz/2010/10/06/is-light-drinking-during-pregnancy-okay-experts-respond/  and Alcohol Healthwatch put out a media release  www.ahw.org.nz
**********************

New British Interactive FASD Online Course
A comprehensive user-friendly FASD Course can increase your knowledge and understanding of FASD, help prevent FASD and better support those affected.  
There is no charge for the Course.  To start the Course, click on the link below 
http://www.nofas-uk.org/OnlineCourse/foetalalcohol.com.htm  
**********************

FASDAY UK

The You-Tube link to the FASD Awareness Day Pregnant Pause Flash Mob in London  is http://www.youtube.com/user/FrogspawnCreative#p/a/u/0/ilr9bSIHORE 

#######################

Australia

West Australia FASD Model of Care 

A Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Model of Care, has been developed by a team convened by the Department of Health's Child and Youth Health Network, government agencies, health services and research organisations in West Australia using information from a range of sources.  It contains a series of recommendations to guide agencies across government and the non–government sectors to prevent, diagnose and treat FASD.  A copy of the publication is available at: http://www.healthnetworks.health.wa.gov.au/modelsofcare/docs/FASD_Model_of_Care.pdf.

######################

Canada

Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada, new guidelines for addressing alcohol use in Pregnancy. 

http://www.cbc.ca/health/story/2010/08/12/alcohol-use-pregnancy.html#ixzz10bB2WiN1
New guidelines based on a two-year review of scientific evidence regarding possible harm to a fetus have been released by Canada’s O&Gs.  The Canadian Association of Midwives, the Canadian Association of Perinatal and Women's Health Nurses, the College of Family Physicians of Canada and Motherisk also endorsed the document.   The Guidelines Summary Statements are:

1. There is evidence that alcohol consumption in pregnancy can cause fetal harm. There is insufficient evidence regarding fetal safety or harm at low levels of alcohol consumption in pregnancy. 

2. There is insufficient evidence to define any threshold for low-level drinking in pregnancy. 

3. Abstinence is the prudent choice for a woman who is or might become pregnant. 

4. Intensive culture-, gender-, and family-appropriate interventions need to be available and accessible for women with problematic drinking and/or alcohol dependence. 

To download the guidelines including a full list of recommendations go to: http://www.sogc.org/guidelines/documents/gui245CPG1008E.pdf 

****************************** 

Canadian Lawyers call for ‘decriminalization’ of fetal alcohol offenders

People who suffer from fetal alcohol syndrome and commit criminal offences don’t belong in jail, Canada’s largest lawyers’ organization says. At its annual meeting the Canadian Bar Association’s governing council urged the federal, provincial and territorial governments to fund resources for alternatives to incarceration. Their resolution can be found at http://www.cba.org/CBA/resolutions/pdf/10-02-A.pdf
*******************************

Canada’s Justice Ministers meet in FASD talks 

 Canadian Justice Ministers are meeting this week to look into systems to accommodate FASD affected individuals in the justice system  

http://www.ctv.ca/CTVNews/Canada/20101011/fetal-alcohol-offenders-101110/  

*****************************

Provincial Outreach Program for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 
The POPFASD mandate is to help teachers in the province of British Columbia who have students with FASD, but our website and e-learning videos are free to the world http://www.fasdoutreach.ca/ and provides a link to the Government of Alberta Education resource for teaching FASD affected children in classrooms.  This resource can be downloaded in full or in sections from http://education.alberta.ca/admin/special/resources/fasd.aspx 

########################## 

