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New Zealand 

ALAC Pacific Alcohol Strategy Invitations

ALAC invites you to attend the ALAC Pacific Strategy engagement meetings in:

Manukau City,  12.30pm – 4:30pm, Tues 5 May 2009, Butterfly Creek, Tom Pearce Drive, Manukau

Auckland City, 10.30pm – 1:30pm, Wed 6 May 2009, YMCA Mt Albert, 773 New North Road, Mt Albert. 

Wellington, 10.30pm – 1:30pm, Friday 8th May 2009, Te Akapuanga Cook Islands Hall, Cannons Creek, Porirua
Christchurch, 10.00am – 1:00pm, Thursday, 4th June 2009, Christchurch Netball Center, 455 Hagley Avenue, Addington, Christchurch City

and Dunedin, 12.30pm – 4.30pm, Tuesday, 2nd June 2009, Gazebo Lounge, Otago University, 1st Floor Union Building, 640 Cumberland Street, Meaner.

For further details or to register contact, 

Bella Bartley, ALAC, Telephone: 04 9170511

***********************

NZ FASD action plan delayed

The National Drug Policy working group drafting of the Child and Maternal Health Action Plan on Alcohol and Other Drugs advise that the plan is delayed due to other work priorities. Completion was anticipated for end of 2009 but new timelines with the Government are pending. 

************************

FASD cost counted in NZ 

The Business & Economic Research Ltd (BERL), has just released their report www.berl.co.nz estimating the total cost of harmful alcohol & other drug use. An estimate of fetal alcohol spectrum disorder has been included in the econometric analysis  and the discussion (page 49) is worth setting out in full here. 

“In the case of fetal alcohol syndrome disorder [sic], we have included the direct cost of inpatient care in 2005/2006 based on data from NZHIS (NZ Health information service). Although there is evidence to suggest that there are ongoing impacts of such neonatal disorders, we have not estimated these costs as there is currently insufficient information for these impacts in a New Zealand Setting.” 

In their footnote to this they state, “To provide a sense of magnitude of the social cost of FASD in New Zealand, we draw on Stade et al’s (2006) examination of the annual social cost of children with FASD in Canada. First we convert their figure per child of CA$13,109.57 to 2005/06 NZ dollar terms, allowing for purchasing power differences. While there were four cases of FASD recorded in the NZHIS data in 2005/06, we use a 6-year annual aver rate of 2.17 to estimate the number of new cases per year. As Stade et al (2006) focused on people up to age 21, we use this in calculating the annual prevalence of FASD-affected people. That is, we assume that there are approximately 46 people up to age 21 that are affected by FASD. This is likely to be a conservative estimate. On this basis, however, FASD could have resulted in social cost of just over $885,000 in health, education and lost output in 2005/06.  

Note: The 2009 Stade et al study http://www.cjcp.ca/hm/?id=719  measures costs from the day of birth to age 53 to arrive at an annual cost per person of CA$21,642.  

*************************

Alcohol warnings hit NZ headlines

Alcohol warning labels urged after coroners' web appeals
NZ Herald, Tuesday, April 21, 2009
Alcohol advisory groups have renewed calls to put warning labels on alcohol following
a recommendation posted by the chief coroner on the internet. ...

***************************

Canada/USA

New blog posted on parenting FASD and caregiver stress. 

http://fasblog.fetalalcoholsyndrome.org/ 

****************************

UK 

Telling pregnant women not to drink is 'sexist' 

Telling women not to drink during pregnancy is a "sexist policy" and "ethically dubious", according to medical legal expert, Dr Colin Gavaghan. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/women_shealth/5244133/Telling-pregnant-women-not-to-drink-is-sexist.html 

***********************************

School help for children of drinkers 

Children with brain damage caused by their mothers drinking while pregnant are to get special help at school.  More than 6,000 children are born each year with foetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD) - a range of physical, behavioural and cognitive disabilities, including permanent brain injury, learning difficulties, poor co-ordination and hyperactivity. http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2009/apr/19/foetal-alcohol-spectrum-school-support
The Observer U.K. Sunday 19 April 2009

**************************** 
Pregnant women who drink small amounts 'struggle to bond with babies' 

Expectant mothers who drink even small amounts of alcohol while pregnant struggle more to bond with their babies than teetotallers, a new study shows. In total the women who continued to drink while pregnant spent almost four and a half days in hospital after they gave birth compared to an average of three and a half for non-drinkers, even though both groups had the same number of complications during labour. The drinkers also scored significantly lower on questionnaires designed to assess how well they had bonded with their children. The study looked at 130 mothers-to-be and followed them from the 20th week of their pregnancy until their child was 12 weeks old. The findings were presented at the British Psychological Society annual conference in Brighton. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/women_shealth/5089805/Pregnant-women-who-drink-small-amounts-struggle-to-bond-with-babies.html 

*********************************
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